
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back 

It has been wonderful to see our classrooms full of energy, 

enthusiasm and smiling faces as we begin another exciting 

year at Warren Primary Academy. Our pupils have settled 

back into school routines brilliantly, demonstrating our 

values through their positive attitudes, excellent behaviour 

and commitment to learning.  

Behaviours and Attitudes 

As it is the beginning of the year, we wanted to provide an 

update on changes to our behaviour systems in school.  At 

Warren Academy, we explicitly teach children the 

behaviours and routines that help them to be successful 

learners and responsible citizens. Our Behaviour Curriculum 

is centred around three key expectations:  

Be Respectful 

• Use good manners, including saying please, thank 

you and excuse me. 

• Speak kindly and calmly to others. 

• Show care and consideration for everyone in our 

school community. 

• Respect the rights, feelings and views of others.  

Be Responsible 

• Take ownership of their actions and tell the truth. 

• Look after school equipment and the learning 

environment. 

• Follow routines and expectations independently. 

• Keep themselves and others safe.  

Be Ready to Learn 

• Listen carefully and give adults their full attention. 

• Follow classroom routines and instructions 

promptly. 

• Work hard, persevere and always try their best. 

• Contribute positively to lessons and discussions.  

 

 

You may have also noticed that our classrooms are now 

using low level lighting and flexible seating arrangements. 

This approach is called ‘therapeutic classrooms’ and 
research has suggested how creating a calmer, less-

stimulating classroom space can support children in 

regulating their behaviour during the school day. This 

strategy and approach to having calmer classroom also 

aligns with the way in which we support children reflecting 

on behaviour. 
 

 

 

 

 

We have introduced ‘regulation time’ into our system, 
which provides opportunity for children to develop their 

emotional wellbeing by learning how to recognise, 

understand and manage their feelings. Our aim for this part 

of our behaviour system is to develop positive coping 

strategies and ensure they are calm, focused and ready to 

learn. 

Rewards and praise 

We have also reviewed the praise and reward systems we 

use in school to celebrate achievements of all children. Our 

systems for this include: 

• Being allocated to an Academy House and gaining 

house points for positive behaviours 

• Having a weekly and half termly House reward for 

the winning houses each week 

 

• Brand new ‘best seats in the house’ – Betty Best 

Seat and Barry Best Seat – these are awarded each 

week in assembly as a headteacher award for 

outstanding behaviour. The children get to sit on 

the chair for the whole week! 

• Certificates to reward learning that has taken place 

in the classroom 

• Attendance rewards – such as attendance-opoly 

which is a huge game board for classes to move 

around if they have the best attendance each 

week! The winning class also will also get a half-

termly attendance award too! 

• We will also be introducing House competitions in 

the coming weeks, which will allow children to take 

part in different activities and win points for their 

house – keep your eyes out so you and your child 

can take part!  

We will also be sharing lots of information via our school 

Class Dojo page – please speak to your child’s teacher if 
you need access to this so you do not miss key messages. 

 
 

Thank you for your continued support, 

Mrs Salam 

Acting Headteacher 
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Understanding the new Ofsted 
criteria changes 

 

 

You may have heard that Ofsted inspections have changed, and we wanted to provide a brief overview to help 

parents and carers understand what this means for schools and families. 

 

What has changed? 

From November 2025, Ofsted moved away from giving schools a single overall judgement such as Outstanding, 

Good, Requires Improvement or Inadequate. Instead, schools now receive a report card which provides a more 

detailed picture of different aspects of school life.  

 

What will Ofsted look at? 

Schools are evaluated across six key areas: 

• Curriculum and Teaching – what children learn and how effectively it is taught. 

• Achievement – how well pupils are learning and making progress. 

• Inclusion – how effectively the school supports all pupils, including those with SEND and disadvantaged 

backgrounds. 

• Attendance and Behaviour – pupils' attendance, conduct and attitudes to learning. 

• Personal Development and Wellbeing – opportunities for wider development, enrichment and 

wellbeing. 

• Leadership and Governance – how effectively leaders and governors guide and improve the school.  

• Safeguarding remains a separate judgement and will be reported as either 'Met' or 'Not Met'.  

 

How will schools be graded? 

Each area receives one of five grades: 

• Exceptional 

• Strong Standard 

• Expected Standard 

• Needs Attention 

• Urgent Improvement  

This gives parents a clearer understanding of a school's strengths and areas for development, rather than 

relying on a single headline judgement.  

 

What does this mean for parents? 

The new approach is designed to provide: 

• More detailed information about your child's school. 

• A clearer picture of strengths across different areas. 

• Greater focus on inclusion, wellbeing and support for vulnerable pupils. 

• More transparency about where schools are improving and where further development is needed.  

 

At Warren Primary Academy, we welcome any changes that help parents and carers gain a fuller 

understanding of the wide range of work schools do to support children academically, socially and emotionally. 

We remain committed to providing the very best education and opportunities for all our pupils. 

 



 

 



Weekly attendance target: 96% 

Attendance for last week 

F1:  89.3% 

F2:  94% 

Y1:  89.6% 

Y2:  92.7% 

Y3:  89.5% 

Y4:  94.8% 

Y5:  90.3 

Y6:  90.6% 

Attendance for this term to date: 

F1: 94.9% 

F2:  96.3% 

Y1:  88.3% 

Y2:  96.1% 

Y3:  90% 

Y4:  97.3% 

Y5:  92.3% 

Y6:  95% 

 

   

 
 

Attendance matters 
Attendance processes if your child is absent from school 

• All parents and carers are expected to notify school if your child 

is unable to attend and give reason as to why they are absent. 

If your child’s attendance is above 90% 

• If we do not receive communication from you, a text message will 

be sent to find out why your child is absent. 

• If your child is well enough to attend in the afternoon, we 

encourage you to bring your child in, as they will receive an 

attendance mark for the afternoon session. 

• We expect for you to continue to communicate with school on a 

daily basis if your child continues to be absent from school. 

• If we do not receive communication from you, a house visit will 

be completed. 

If your child’s attendance is below 90% - persistently absent 

• If we do not receive communication from you, school will phone 

you by 9.30am to find out why your child is absent. 

• Medical evidence, if your child is absent from school as they are 

unwell, will be requested from you. 

• If medical evidence is not provided to school for your child’s 
absence, we will complete a house visit to discuss your child’s 
absence with you. 

• If 3 home visits are made in a term, school will need to consider 

whether a referral to social services is required due to 

educational neglect. 

Lateness and unauthorised absence 

• There has been a significant increase in the number of children 

that are arriving late to school.  

• All children should arrive at school by 8.50am. 

• If your child arrives past 9.30am, their attendance for the 

morning session will be classed as unauthorised, and this will 

negatively impact their attendance. 

• You can receive a fine from the local authority for continued 

lateness past 9.30am, as this is considered to be unauthorised 

absence from school. 

If you would like to discuss your child’s attendance further, please speak 
to a member of our attendance team. We will provide support to families 

to ensure your child is able to attend school: 

• Mrs Neat – Attendance officer 

• Mrs Salam – Head of School 

• Mrs Ford – DSL and Inclusion Leader 

• Mrs Curtis – School Business Manager 

 

Your child’s class teacher will also be happy to discuss your child’s 
attendance with you. We are here to help you! 

 

A message from Mrs Neat – our attendance officer 

Attendance is an area we are continuing to work on across 

the school for this academic year. We hope to continue to 

see the efforts that parents and carers are going to, to 

ensure that children are in school every day. Please 

continue to maintain this in the summer term, to ensure 

the best possible progress for your child at school. 

If you need any help or support, please get in touch with 

us. We are here to help. 

 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance matters 

 

Statutory attendance updates for the DfE 

From 19th August 2024, the Department for Education is implementing statutory guidance for school to implement in regards to 

attendance. A link to the guidance can be found here: Working together to improve school attendance - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

The guidance includes information on the following: 

Term Time Holidays 

We understand the frustration of holidays increasing in price during school holiday times. However, the impact of taking holidays during 

the term has a significant impact on the child’s achievement and academic progress. It also undermines the school’s rich curriculum as 

key knowledge is missed on their learning journey. From the start of the next academic year, Warren Academy will issue penalty notices 

for unauthorised term time holidays where appropriate to do so. Please take this into account before booking holidays during term time 

next academic year - there are 175 non-school days during the year in which to take holidays. As a result of the change in statutory 

guidance, penalty notices are now more severe, and monitoring is over a 3-year basis. Further information about costs of fines is detailed 

below. 

Unauthorised Absences 

Schools must consider all unauthorised absences for a penalty notice. The new threshold is 10 sessions of unauthorised absence in a 

rolling period of 10 school weeks. A school day is divided into two registration sessions, AM and PM. If these registrations are missed for 

unauthorised reasons, it may lead to penalty. Unauthorised absence can be: 

• An unauthorised holiday, as explained above 

• Reason has not been established as to why the child is absent 

• The school is not satisfied that the reason given is one that can be recorded as authorised 

• Being late after registers have closed (30 minutes after the start of the school day) 

Fines 

Whilst there are many changes, one of the most significant changes are around the penalty notices issued for unauthorised attendance. 

These fines are per parent, per child and have been increased. 

First Offence – The first time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount will be: 

➢ £160 per parent, per child, paid within 28 days. 

➢ Reduced to £80 per parent, per child, if paid within 21 days 

Second Offence (within 3 rolling years) – The second time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount will be: 

➢ £160 per parent per child paid within 28 days. 

Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 rolling years) 

➢ The third time an offence is committed a Penalty Notice will not be issued and the case will be presented straight to the Magistrates 
Court. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-improve-school-attendance
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Key diary dates 

 

Key dates 

Autumn term 

Weekly dates:  

Swimming lessons for pupils accessing the Burrow – every Monday afternoon 

Y6 football tournament fixtures at Henry Whipple Primary – every Monday after school 

Rocksteady Music lessons – every Friday afternoon 

 

Here are some key dates until the end of November for your reference 

5.10.26 Great Athletes School Fundraising Day in school – Children to wear PE kit 

6.10.26 Parents and Carers Evening – Night 1 

7.10.26 Parents and Carers Evening – Night 2 

8.10.26 Drumba day in school – F2-Y6 children to wear PE 

13.10.26 SENDCO coffee morning 9-10am  

For any parents and carers who wish to discuss SEND concerns with the SENDCO 

14.10.26 Year 2 visit to Green’s Windmill 

16.10.26 Y5 Mini Marathon for fundraising (am) 

16.10.26 Black History Month Art exhibition – end of the school day for all parents and carers to 

attend 

16.10.26 Break up for October half term 

October Half Term 

2.11.26 Return to school 

9.11.26 Sporting Superstars Competition for KS2 – PE kit needed 

9.11.26 Year 3 visit to Bestwood Environmental Centre for Stone Age Day 

9.11.26 Year 5 Great Project to begin 

11.11.26 Y3 visit to Showcase Cinema – Into Film Project 

12.11.26 Y6 visit to Vue Cinema – Into Film Project 

12.11.26 KS2 cricket session with Trent Bridge to begin 

18.11.26 KS1 visit to Bonington Theatre – Into Film Project 

 



 

 

Class dojo 

 

This is a whole school account which we use to share class and whole school 

information. This includes pictures of learning, whole school focused themes 

for the week and updates for parents and carers such as PE kit reminders. 

Class teachers have access to this app and will respond to any messages from 

parents and carers inside school hours only. If you have a more urgent request 

or need to speak to a member of staff more imminently, please contact the 

school office via phone or text message. 

Please speak to your child’s class teacher if you need to be connected to Class 
Dojo via the app.  

Social media – Facebook and 

Instagram 

 

We have a school Facebook and Instagram page which we use to share what 

we are up to in school! This is not used for direct communication so please do 

not use the messenger service on these apps. 

You can follow us at: 

 

 

 

School gateway 

 

This is our whole school texting and messaging service. This is used by the 

school office team to send out communication to parents and carers on a daily 

basis – this can include attendance reminders, payment information or general 

messages for individual parents or carers where we need information in 

school. 

This is also the app to use to make payments to school. 

School website 

  

You can contact us via our school website. Find the ‘book a meeting’ button on 
the homepage and complete the form as below. 

https://warrenacademy.co.uk/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication with school 

We have many ways in which you can speak with us at school regarding anything related to your child. Please see 

below the channels we use for communication: 

@warrenprimaryacademy 

 

@warrenprimaryacademy 

https://warrenacademy.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrichment Offer – Autumn 1 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Wraparound care offer 



 

 

 

 

Safeguarding news 



 

 

 

Safeguarding news 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch Menus 
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Community news 
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Community news 

We are still looking for lots of donations for OPAL – 
please bring in anything you have at home to help us 

with play during lunchtimes! 
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